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PREFACE 
3% qT: far 

The present book 'Temples of Bhubaneswar’ was 
initially published as an article in the "Side lights on History and 
Culture of Orissa" which was edited by Prof. M.N.Das in 1977. 
Later it also formed a part of the publication "Orissan Culture 
Vol-II" brought out by this institute in 1989.This published 
write-up caught the attention of the scholars who wished to see 
it in the form of a separate monograph. We have the pleasure to 
present our readers this unique monograph of Late Kedaranatha 
Mohapatra to whom Orissan studies in History and Archaeology 
owe a great deal. 


To make the monograph, more purposeful a list of 
temples prepared by INTACH(Indian National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage) has been added. Realismg that there are sev- 
eral Sivalingas bearing the same name, attempt has been made 
to belp the readers with additional information, a tentative list 
of Sivalingas as described in Sthala Puranas is also appended 
herewith. 


Dr. Rabinarayan Dash, an eminent anthropologist and 
archaeologist and the Vice President of the Research Commit- 
tee of the institute had been asked to edit this monograph, which 
he has performed with diligence, arranging the text in chrono- 
logical order, fixing the sources of the references in their proper 
places and adding more information wherever it was necessary. 
I record my sincere thanks and appreciation for his scholarly 
editing. 
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As is always, Sri Gunanidhi Mahapatra the president of 
the institute has been forth coming with help and suggestion to 
make our efforts a reality. 


Thanks are due to Sri D.C. Panda for the beautiful jacket 
design for this book, Dr. Dinanth Pathi and Pandit Managovinda 
Mahasupakara members, Srimati Binodini Sahoo,Libraian and 
Sni K.C.Mabhapatra, the senior associate of this institute for 
assisting in the editorial and publication work. 


Sri A.K.Panda(Katyayana), deserves our congratulation 
for printing the jacket in serigraphy process and Sni H.K.Samal 
of Creation Printing Industries, Bhubaneswar for printing this 
book. 


Buddha Jayanti Dr. Bhagaban Panda 
7th May 2001 Secretary 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 


Kedaranatha Mahapatra the outstanding historian and 
archaeologist of Orissa has left to posterity a small and rare 
monograph entitled 'Temples of Bhubaneswar’. This work 
conveys the topography and time of the most important temples. 
He further goes on to workout a chronology of these temples 
on the basis of epigraphic and literary records . His deep insight 
and erudition has solved a number of problems relating to the 
dating of the temples. In most of the cases he has furnished 
dates different to the other established historians which go a 
longway in establishing the authenticity of the chronology. The 
instance of Ananta Vasudava temple could be recounted, here 
Mahapatra has successfully countered the argument of his con- 
temporaries. 


Kedaranatha Mabhbapatra's approach to Archaelogy is 
mostly substantiated by literary sources. This unique combina- 
tion of History, Archaelogy Epigraphy and Literature has yielded 
interesting results in solving serveral problems. To highlight the 
history of Ekamraksetra he also invariably referred to several 
Puranas including Ekamra Purana. He has treated with superb 
skill the temples of the Bhaumakara period and convincingly 
proposed the new date of 614 A.D. as the initial year of that 
dynastic rule .With a rare historical insight and proof he has been 
able to throw light as the earlier branch of the Somavamsi Kings 
in Orissa. His rare finds only gets corroborated when the 
copper plate grant of Janmejaya Deva was later discovered and 
deciphered. Similarly his historical accounts regarding the 
advent of the Bhauma rule offers a completely different view 
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when he establishes Svabhavatunga as a different person than 
Janmejaya Deva. One has to appreciate the efforts of Kedaranatha 
Mahapatra in solving historical tangles even though his resources 
were then seveerly limited. He has treated briefly the dates of 
various Somakuli rulers who have contributed to the building 
of monuments at Bhubnaneswar . 


His major achivement is the identification of Lalatendu 
Kesar alias Udyota Kesari as the builder of Lingaraja temple 
discarding the proposition of other scholars who assign it to 
Sasanka the lord of Gauda wrongly. With occasional references 
to otber shrines he could throw light on the temples of 
Bhubaneswar on the basis of inscriptions as corroborative 
evidence. To fix the date of the Kapilesvara temple he has 
referred to the inscription of Lingaraja Temple and has come 
with 1457 A.D. as the definite date. 


~ Another notable contribution to Orissan Archaelogy is 
the study of various temples in the Lingaraja temple complex. 
His findings however are only the beginnings of a larger 
network.He has successfully exploited the historical evidences 
of the Somvamsi and Ganga rule. 


Orissan history and archaeology have been handed with 


great dextenity, precision and care by the author . As such his 
contnibutions have to be analyised and appreciated. 


26.4.2001 Dr. Rabinarayan Dash. 
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TEMPLES OF BHUBANESWAR 


Bhubaneswar, the present capital of Orissa, has a long 
history of its own dating back to the 4th. Century B.C. This is 
confirmed by archaeological findings through explorations and 
excavations. Even, it has a pre-historic past dating back to 
50,000B.P. (Before Present) . However, there is a complete 
record of stone working tradiion in Bhubaneswar from the 
pre-historic past which found its maturity in temple building 
activities during the medieaval historic period. A short ex- 
position of the exsisting monuments and their history is being 
presented here. 


There are literary descriptions contained in the classical 
and regional literature, which state that Bhubaneswar was pre- 
viously known as 'Ekamra Ksetra,(Kanan, Vana)Svarnadni, 
Hemakuta ,Knittivasa or Kirttivasa Kataka and Gupta Kashi or 
Varanasi'.(1)The presiding deity Lord Lingaraja is, prayed as 
Trnibhubanesvara, and Krittivasa by the devotees. This is also 
corroborated from inscniptional sources of the middle ages. There 
are many important temples representing different time periods 
under various ruling dynasties, those who have built temples at 
this sacred place. It is told that there were one short of a crore 


1. a) Ekamra Purana (E.P.) Ed. by Dr. U.N.Dhal,1986,Ch.6 verse - 8 
b) Svamnadrimahodaya (S.M.) Ed.by Pandit R.Gargavam, 1912, 
Ch.I ,verses - 4.18.19. 
\ ¢) Insceniptions of Onssa(1.0) Vo.TV Ed. S.N. Rajagunu, 1966, P-247. 
I d) Bhubanesvara Abhilekaha Ed.K.N.Mahapatra, 199$S.P -35. 
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of Sivalingas enshrined in sanctums built for them besides lord 
Lingaraja (1). Even today nearly a thousand temples of different 
heights are exsisting in and around Bhubaneswar. 


In the past two centuries a lot has been written by 
eminent scholars like A.Stirling, J.Fergusson, W.W. 
Hunter,Rajendralal mitra, Manamohan Chakravarti, Manmohan 
Ganguli,R.P.Chanda, Percy Brown, A.K. Coomarswamy, 
P. Acharya, D.C.Sircar, K.C. Panigrahi, Debala Mitra and others 
about the dates of temples from differnet angles of view.(2) A 
new attempt has been made in this work to fix the dates of temples 
by taking into consideration the inital year of the Bhauma Era, 
information furnished by some epigraphic records of Somavamsi, 
Ganga and Suryavamsi periods and certain aspects of temple 
architecture and calculation of Astronomical data of a few 
epigraphic records. 


1 (a) EPXI-34 (b)S.M.1-22 (¢) E.C.l-16-25. 


2 (a) A antiquities of Orissa-Vol.I &I R. Mitra, Calcutta, 1975,1980. 
(b) History of Indian and Eastem Architecture, Lomdon, 1910. 
(c) Onssa and her Remains M. Ganguli .Calcutta,1 912. 
(d) Archaeological Remains at Bhubaneswar - Dr. KC. Panigrshi, 
Calcutatta.,1961 
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TEMPLES OF THE SAILODBHAVA PERIOD 


The Sailodbhava kings were ruling over the Southern 
part of Orissa from 550 A D. to 750 A.D. They were propagators 
of Saivism and have built a number of Siva temples in different 
parts of their territory. 


The temples of Laksmanesvara, Bharatesvara and 
Satrughnesvara (575-AD.) without having ante chamber or 
Jagamohana and Triratha in plan like that of vimana of Mohini 
temple, can be placed in the last part of the sixth century AD. 
The temples of Mohini(687-A D.), Uttaresvara and Talesvara 
(700 A.D.) standing on the Southern, Northern and Eastern banks 
of Vindusagara, Svarnajalesvara (600-A.D.) and 
Parasuramesvara(650-A.D.), both standing on the road to Kedara 
Gauri may be assigned to different decades of the seventh 
century. Thus the conclusion of K.C.Panigrahi(1) who assigned 
the Parasuramesvar temple to the seventh century A.D. on 
the evidence of paleography of the inscribed lables above the 
eight planets (Grahas) placed on the lintel of the sanctum - door 
may definitely be assigned to the Sailodbhava penod. 


Most of the temples of the early group have got Triratha, 
Vimana but all their Jagamohanas are rectangular structures with 
terraced roofs sloping in two stages. The roofs of the 
Jagamohanas of Kapalini, Sisiresvara and Uttaresvara have got 
no monolithic pillars for their support, whereas those of Mohini, 
Markandesvara and Parasuramesvara temples are set on paral- 
lel rows of monolithic pillars. 


1. Date of the Parasuramesvara temple at Bhubaneswar, 
J. R.A.Society, Bengal. Vol. XV (1949) P-109ft. 
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In this group of temples, we find the depictions of 
Astagrahas insted of Navagrahas in the lintels, The Dikpalas are 
not systemetically found on the temple walls. On the top of the 
temples, there are no kalasas; but Sivalingas are fixed in the 


centre of the Amalakas. 


The southernmost temple of the Satrughnesvara 


group: doorway 
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TEMPLES OF THE BHAUMA PERIOD 


The initial year of the Bhauma Era fixed as 736 A.D.(1) 
by S.N. Rajguru has generally been accepted by scholars. But it 
seems untenable on close examnation of the chronology of the 
Bhaumakara and Somavamsi kings as it leaves barely a period 
of fifty years (C.950-1000 A.D.) for the earlier branch of the 
Somavamsi kings, the latest date in the Bhauma Era (2) so far 
found being 213 which when calculated in the light of his theory 
corresponds to 736+213=949 A.D. The latest definite date in 
the copperplate grants of Janmejaya - 1, (3) Yayati-1, (4) 
Bhimaratha, (5) and Dharmarath (6) being 34,28,3 and 11 years 
respectively, the total comes to 76 years. The extent of the 
Bhauma rule as it stands today in view of the above calculation 
may be 614- C.850 A.D. 


1. The Bhauma Samvat-Onssa Historical Research Journal(OHRJ), Vol. XII, 
No.2,PP.99-10-8, . 
2: Onssa Museum plates of Netta Bhanja. E.I.Vol. XX VII, 
PP.272-278 fT. 
3. Kalibhana Plates of Janmejaya I, 1.H.Q(Indian Historical 
Quurterlv), vol. XX. .245-250ff. 
4. Patna plates of Mahasivagupta Yajati. J.A.S.B.Vol-I(1905), 
PP.8-12 and 19-23 ff. 
5 Cuttack Plates of Mahabhavagupta Bhimaratha, E.I.Vol M[,355-359 ff. 
6. a) Khandapada plates of Dharmaratha.O.H.R.J. Vol.XI, 
No.3.2&5 


b) LO.Vol T'V, PP 280A-280E. 
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If Sri Mahabhavagupta, son of Mahasivagupta of the 
Kudopaliplate (1) is taken as idential with Bhimaratha, he should 
be given at least 13 years for his reign. This is justified in view of 
his eulogy found in the Khandapada grant of his son 
Dharmaratha, wherein he is stated to have burnt Andhra and 
Gaudanagarni, easily without any opposition. His great descen- 
dant Udyota Keshani also describes him as a great hero, who 
posted pillas of victory in eight directions after defeating the 
enemies. (2) 

Sri Mahabhavagupta of the Mahakoshala Historical 
Society plates, who issued his grant from Kesarakella 
Mahavijayakataka in his 11th regnal (3) year may be identi- 
fied with Naghusha, the younger brother of Mahasivagupta 
Dharmaratha, who is stated to have ruled for some years 
according to simhapur plates of Udyota Keshari as noted 
bellow - 

Har ar axa Haeuiaaygeayd: | 
mead fAfmquon Tg seq aTudaT af :11 

The same verse 1s also found in the Ratnagiri plates of 
Karna Deva. (4) 

This proposed identification seems tenable in view of 
the fact that Rudra Datta, who is mentioned as his 
Mahasandhivigrahi, continued as such during the reign of his 
cousin Yayati-II (5) and up to the fourth regnal year of Udyota 


1. Kudopali Plates of the time of Mahabhavagupta Regna! Year -15 
E.L Vol.TV,PP - 254-259ff. LO.VoLIV,PP 257-241. 

2: Narasimhapur plates of Mahabhavagupta Udvotakesari, Regnal 
Year - 4,J.B.O.R S. Vol.X VIL, PP. I-15ff. LO.Vol.IVPP 225-234f. 

3. E.I. Vol XXI0.PP.135-137 

4. Ratnagin plates of Karnadeva,Epigraphia Indica(E.I.), Vol. XXX$, 
PP.263-74ff. 

De Maranjamura Plates of Yayati 0, J.B.O.R.S.,Vol-I(1916),PP.45-55ff. 
LO.Vol.I[V.P221. 
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Kesari,son of Yayati II, when his Narasimbapur plates were 
issued. Then the total period of reign of the five Somavamsi 
kings of the earlier branch as elicited from the epigraphic records 
discussed above becomes 97 years in all i.e. Janmejaya -I,34 
years, Yayati-I,28 years, Bhimaratha - 13 years. Dharmarath-11 
years, Naghusha - 11 years. The actual reigning period of these 
five kings exceeds a century on calculation of the astronomical 
data. Consequently it becomes impossible to adjust the reign of 
these rulers within a period of 50 years obtained by taking 736 
A.D. as the initial year of the Bhauma Era. So it must be calcu- 
lated from 614 A.D. when this Era was started by Paramopasaka 
Ksemankara Deva, the first powerful king of the Bhauma family 
and an ally of Maharajadhiraja Harshavardhana, the last 
Buddhist monarch of India. 


Mohini Temple : 


The temple of Mohini standing on the southern bank of 
Vindusagara tank of Bhubaneswar belongs to the 
Parasuramesvara type of temples.It was built by Mohim Devi, 
the queen of the Bhauma sovereign Sivakara - II (1) to 
perpetuate the memory of her mother-in-law Madhavi Den, 
queen of Subhakara - I, who built the Machavesvara temple at 
Viraja after her name. (2) The temple was called Mohim, after 
her name. The deity worshipped in the temple is a ten armed 
dancing Chamunda,terrific to behold. The date of the Chaurasi 
plate of Sivakaradeva-II being 73 years of the Bhauma Era, the 
building of the temple may be fixed near about 614 A.D.+73 
A.D.=687 AD. 


1. Terundia Plates of Subhakara I, E.I. Vol. XXVIII PP.221-216. 


2. Two inscriptions from Jajpur, E.I. Vol XX VIILPP. 
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Parasuramesvara Temple :-general view 

Due to the predominance of the Sakta cult in this 
century two temples are dedicated for the worship of Chamunda. 
In the sanctum of the Mohini temple is installed a terrific ten 
armed dancing Chamunda, whereas in the sanctum of the Kapalini 
temple is enshrined an eight - armed Chamunda called Kapalini. 
She is depicted in her most terrific aspect conceivable, 
surrounded by the images of Sapta - matnikas and other tantric 
deities. The figures of Sapta- matnikas without babies are found 
carved on the northern wall of the jagamohana of the 
Parasuramesvara temple. Sakta deities are more or less found in 
the Uttaresvara and other temples of this group. 


Vaitala Temple : 


The Vaitala(Boitala) temple stands to the north west of 
Lingaraja temple on the night side of the Ratha -danda .It has close 
affinity with the Parasuramesvara temple in design. It is of the 
Pancharatha plan with triangular and rectangular ‘niches in the 
inner walls and facades of their sikharas. Its vault might be similar 


9 


Digitized by srujanikn@gmail.com 


to that of a Buddhist chaity hall . It is a Khakhara type off temple 
with three crowning pinacles on the semi-cylindrical roof .It 
contains depictions of six matrika (mother goddess) figures with 
Chamunda in her most terific aspect as the preciding deity. The 
composite figures like Ardhanarisvara and Harihara decorating its 
walls. The Jagammohana has one door, no windows and provided 
with pillars inside. The tantric elements like collection of blood 
from the severed head by a person and offering of two chopped off 
heads probably made this temple a resort of esoteric ocult prac- 
tices. Panigrahi placs this temple to C.775 AD.(1) But the innitial 
year of Bhauma rule being earlier and Buddhistic influence marked 
in the temple its origin and date may be towards the second half of 
the seventh century AD. 


Vaital Deu: general view 


le History of Onssa ,K.C.Panigrahi, 1986.P379. 
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Sisiresvara Temple : 


The Sisiresvara temple stands to the north of Vaital 
ternple in the same compound. It is a congate temple of the 
Vaital group of temples.Accorddig to D. Mitra the temple has 
similarity in pa-bhaga mouldings, parsvadevatas,floral and scrol! 
motifs,Lakuisa seating cross leged and in the manner of 
Buddhas's Dharmachakra -pravartana-mudra indicating 
Buddhist influence on it.The Jagamohana has a ten-armed 
Mahisamardini image in bold-relief. The two facets of the door- 
jamb have Naga figures at their bottom with foliated purna-ghata 
(full-pitcher) in hand and a four-armed saivite gaurd.(1) K.C. 
Panigrahi has aptly remarked that 'the artistic excellence of the 
sculptures of the Vaitala temple may be found lacking in the 
Sisiresvara'(2). This indicates it to be a bit later in date than the 
Vaita!l temple and may be assigned towards the middle or late 
8th century A.D. which would be during or after the reign of 
Subhakaradeva IV the Bhauma emperor. 


Gauri Temple: 

The Gaun temple stands in the premises of Kedaresvara 
temple complex close to the west of Grand trunk road. In the 
family of the Bhaum Karas there were queens namely Tribhuvana 
Mahadevi - [, the daughter cf Ruijamalla, the sovereign of the 
southern country (3) and P.ithvi Mahadevi alias Tnbhuvana 
Mahadevi-II, the daughter or S vabhuvatunga of the lunar dynasty, 
the overlord of Kosala (4). Both the queens proclaimed them- 
selves as Siddha Gaun in tle closing portion of their grants : 

“dear: gira: mmag aa yard aid୍ସମ।"' 

The Dhenkanal plates of the first queen is dated in the 


year 110 of the Bhauma Samvat which is equa! to 724 A.D.,, 


i; Bhubanesvara , D.Mitra , 1958, PP 30-34,35 


2. History of Orissa, K.C. Panigrahi 1986, P.381. 

3; Dhenkanal Plates of Tribhuvana Mahadewn,J.B.O.R.Soxciety, 
Vol ~- I,PP.429427. 

4. Two Plates of Tnbhuvana Mahadevi, from Bauda,E.l. 


Vol. XXIX,P.217. 
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whereas the Bauda grant of the second queen dated in the year 
158 of the Bhauma Era corresponds to 772 A.D. 

It may be pointed out here that the identification of 
Svabhavatunga with Janmejaya - I of the Lunar,(Soma) dynasty, 
accepted by some scholars has created anachronism in the 
history of Orissa. His correct identification should be with Harsa 
Gupta, king of Sripur, who is eulogised as such in the eighth 
verse of the Sripur stone inscription of the time of his illustrious 
son Mahasivagupta Balarjuna. It is quoted below . 


peat sf yar aa aars :1 
Tra aafacaftsae 4a 
darn FrRRa a: SruagT: 11 (1) 
Svabhavatunga is glorified in the above verse as the 
personification of the great Mainaka hill whereas the expression 
nN fF ' (2) simply denotes the attribute of a 
king and not the king himself. 
In the Bhauma family there was only one queen named 
Gaun who was the wife of Subhakara and mother of queen Dandi 
Mahadevi. She ruled powerfully for some years after the death 
of her husband as stated in the verses quoted below. 
ପ: yy ure gfa rfaat aarda’' (V.2) 
dT Spaye: FAYTTTTA 


waa Maud mecadgd i” (V.2)(3) 
In the above verse queen Gauri is proclaimed as the in- 
carnation of Gauri or Parvati. She built the temple of Gaur at 
Ekamra-Ksetra following the noble examples set by her prede- 


1. Sirpur stone inscription of the time of Mahasivagupta, 
E.I. Vol. XI,PP.184-201ff. 
2. J.A-S. Bengal (1905), New series. PP.14-16 ff. 
3. Kumuranga plate of Dandi Majadevi Orissa under the Bhauma 


kings - B. Mishra, P-62. 
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cessors Madhavi Devi and Mohini Devi. As no copperplate grant 
of queen Gauri Devi has come to light the period of her reign 
may be fixed with the help of the earliest date found in the cop- 
perplate grant of her daughter Dandi Mahadevi (1) which was 
180th. year of the Bhauma Samvat or 794 A.D. So the date of 
the Gauri temple may be fixed near about 790 A.D. 

The exquisitely beautifu! temple of Varaly is in the village 
Chaurasi in the Prachi valley It is definitely a monument of 
Sivakara - II consists of a vimana and a jagamohana. The first is 
a replica of the sanctum of the Gauri temple. The jagamohana 
resembls that of the famous Parasuramesvara temple in all re- 
spects. So there is every justification for takin: the temple of 
Gauri as a monument of the Bhauma penod. 


i 
1 


] 


TEN 
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= 
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A 
Le 


Tm ell = 
Ganri temple: general zew 
1. Ganjam Plate of Dandi Mahadcvi,E.L VoL PP.133-140. 
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TEMPLES OF THE SOM AVAMSIT PERIOD 


The Somavamsi dynasty rulw! over Orissa from C. 850- 
1108 A.D. The Somavamsi rulers ‘wute ¢.irconising temple ar- 
chitects in building a number of tvm}-vs tn different corners of 
Orissa. Bhubaneswar has retained sume marvellous gems of this 
period till this date. 


To dispel the misinterpretations made by various 
scholars about the builders of different temples by Somavamsi 
kings of Onissa the following observations are made in order to 
rectify the historical anomalies. 


The Ekamra Puranam is a work of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. It describs the history, glory, sanctity and greatness of 
the temples and tanks of Ekamra Ksetra or Bhubaneswar. While 
referring to the builder of an important temple of this locality, 
the Purana has used the word Sasanka,Chandra, and Chandrama, 
which contain veiled reference to one of the kings of the lunar 
dynasty.The kings of the lunar dynasty are famous as Keshari 
Kings in the Orissan tradition. 


A few examples are cited below from the epigraphic 

records of the Somavamsi kings of Onssa, to explain the signifi- 
(0) 

(1) "Sasivamsa sambhutah xxx Maba Nannaraja" Maha- 
Nannaraja descended from the family of the moon.(P-40) 

(2) "Sitansu-vamsa vimalambara Purna Chandra" .The 
full moon in the xxx clear sky of the lunar dynasty. (P-48) 

(3) "Somavamsa-sambhavah wo Sri Mahasiva Gupta 
rajah".Sri Mahasivaguptarajah born in the Soma vamsa or lunar 


dynasty.(P-56) 


1. Inscriptions of Orissa (1.0,) - Vol.IV Ed. S.N.Rajaguru, 
Bhubancsvare.1966. 
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(4) The same term "Somavamsa sambhava" has been 
used in the Mallar plates of Mahasivagupta.(P-61) 


(5) "Chandranvayeka tilakah khalu Chandraguptah" 
Chandra gupta, the 'tilaka' mark on the force head of the famous 
Lunar dynasty. (P-70) 


(6)'Somavamsa sambhava' has been used in the Bonda 
plates and Lodhia plates of Mahasiva gupta. (P.82) 


(7) The term 'Sasadhbaranvaya' has been used in the Sirpur 
stone inscription of Sivagupta.(P-82 


(8) All the later Soma -vamsi kings beginning from 
Janmejaya 1st Mahasivagupta who ruled over Orissa from 
C. 850 A.D. till the advent of the Gangas in 1112 A.D. pro- 
claimed themselves as 'Soma-kula-tilaka' (PP 92-280). 


Yayati-IT a most powerful ruler of this family ruling in 
the first half of the eleventh century proclaims him as the full 
moon in the clear sky of the lunar dynasty 'Sitansu -vamsh- 
vimalambara-Purna chandra' (P-220) 


In the Narasimhbapur plates of Mahabhavagupta 
Udyotakesari, the greatest king of this family, the first verse 
" Jyotsnasali" sings the eulogy of 'Deva Sudhadidhitih" or 
the moon God from whom descended the kings of this 
family. (P-226) 


The Brahmesvara temple inscription of Sn Udyota Kesan 
Raja Deva invokes the blessings of the Moon-God in its first 
verse as given below . 

“Let the full moon which was born with Sn (Laksmi) 
from the midst of the ocean called Ksirodadhi (ocean of milk) 
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when it was churned with the Mandara mountain encircled by 
the king of serpents serving the purpose of the churning rope 
and pulled by Brahma, Upendra (Visnu), Mahesvara, Indra and 
Bali. spread over the regions light as sweet as nectar (P.249) 


Kumara Somesvara Deva, who was a governor of Kosala 
after Udyota Kesari, calls himself the sun causing the bloom of 
the lotus-bud of Soma Kula, "Somakula-Kamala-Kalika-vikasa- 
bhaskara".(P-269) 


Thus the significance of the word Sasanka, Chandra and 
Chandrama noted in the ‘Ekamra Puranam’ was alluded to the 
building of an important temple of Ekamra Ksetra or 
Bhubaneswara. It should be considered with reference to the 
convinicing epigraphic evidence furnished by the above records 
of the rulers of the ‘Soma Kula' or lunar dynasty.They were 
famous in the traditions of Orissa as the builders of the Lingaraja 
temple and other temples, described in the 'Madala Panji' .(1) 


Ekamra Puranam while alluding to the installation of 
Tnbhuvanesvara Linga or Lingaraja speaks - 


Samkara says to Brahma, " In the Kali age Chandra will 
be born as a King for tlie performance of worship of this Linga 
with great devotion. (The Linga was existing under the shade of 
a mango tree). He will build a beautifully sculptured(rucira) 
white(subhra) sacred(suddha) temple, made of stones for instal- 
lation of this Linga called Tribhuvanesvara . 

This talented king Sasanka will be a devout worshipper 
of Siva and pay his respects to all the Lingas worshipped all over 
the earth. This scholarly king will earn great name and fame by 
building this immortal shrine for Siva .(2) 


1. Medalapanji - Prachi Samiti edition 1940, P-5-6. 
2. ‘Ekamra Puranam' Ch.13 verses 62-67 . 
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The lines examined carefully, indicate the construction 
of a magnificent temple for God Tribhuvanesvara by king of the 
lunar dynasty who was alluded to as 'Sasanka' and not by a king 
bearing that name. In the same manner, the Purana also alludes 
to the building of a temple by 'Chandrama' or the moon indicat- 
ing thereby a king of the lunar dynasty (Ekamra Purana Ch. 
32.V.57). So there is no ground in taking Sasanka as the name 
of a particular king. 


Again in the 47th chapter of this Purana it is state that 
the Chandrama or the Moon God will appear as king Sasanka in 
the Kali age and rule over the region extending up to Kalinga. 
He will be a great devotee of Siva and build a temple for his 
worship (E.P. Verses-122-123) 


It is stated in the 50th chapter of this work that Sn 
Ramachandra who came on pilgrimage to Ekamra Ksetra with 
his wife and brothers desired to build a temple for God Siva. He 
was told by Vasistha that the main temple will be built by Sasanka. 
So he was advised to raise another temple at some other place 
in this boly ksetra. (E.P Verse-46) 


Then a voice from heaven told Rama "Chandrama, falling 
from the mukuta (crown) of Siva will appear on earth (as a king) 
and will build a temple befitting the residence of Lord Siva. So 
you please raise another beautiful temple for the Lord.The work 
mentions both the names Sasanka and 'Chandrama', which are 
synonyms in allusion to the building of the great temple at 
Bhubaneswara in the same page. So it 1s quite untenable to accept 
‘Sasanka' as the name of a king and interpret 'Chandrama' as the 
Moon God .(Ch.50 Verses 47-49) 

It is significant to note that all traditions current in Orissa 
ascribe the building of the magnificent temple of Lord Lingaraja 
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to Lalatendu Kesari a king with the surname Kesarn, who was 
like the moon adorning the lalata forehead of Lord Siva. He has 
been identified by me with Udyota Kesari the greatest king of 
Soma kula (Lunar dynasty) (The Vaitarani' IX-4 X, 1935). 
The lines beginning with 'Chandrama' contain veiled reference 
to the time-honoured tradition about Lalatendu Kesar. 


My conclusion is convincingly proved by another quotation 
from the Ekamra Purana . Brahma is speaking to Parvati 'Oh 
madam, in the Kali age when Lord Siva will be engaged in 
Tandava dance on the Kailasa mountain surrounded by gods, 
Chandra(moon) will fall from his fore-head(Talata)on this earth 
and assume human form. This great devotee of Siva will be very 
powerful and establish his suzerainty over this earth by destroying 
all his enemies. This monarch will worship all the Lingas on this 
earth, with great devotion for one hundred and eight years. 
This tallented and learned overlord will worship Lord 
Tnibhuvanesvara Linga with intense devotion by chanting hymns 
performing pujas and making offerings.’ 


"You were all told before that Chandra falling from my 
fore-head on this earth will become a king and will build a temple 
for me ." (E.P.Ch.-65 Verses 5-13). Here we find the origin of 
the Orissan traditions regarding Lalatendu Kesari, who is 
credited with the building of the Lingaraja temple. 


Another important point which deserve consideration 
here is the wonderful similarity between a verse of the Ekamra 
Purana ascribed to Ramachandra with an imprecatory verse found 
only in the Jatesinga Dungarn plates of Yayati II, i.e. of the 
'Soma-kula'. The imprecatory verse of the copper plate grant of 
Yayati - II runs thus- 
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Asmad vamse ksaye ksine yah kascit nrupati bhavet 
Tasyaham padabjalagroham' (1) 


After a critical examination of the above passages from 
the Ekamra Purana , it can be concluded without any fear of 
contradiction that the words 'Sasanka’,'Chandra' and ‘Chandrama' 
used in different chapters of the work implied a famous powerful 
king of the Lunar dynasty (Soma-vamsa or Kesari vamsa) of 
Orissa. He can convincingly be identified with Lalatendu Kesani 
(Udyota Kesari) famous in the Orissan traditions as the builder 
of the magnificent temple of ‘'Tribduvanesvra' or Lingaraja. 


The Madala Panji, the chronicle of the Jagannatha temple 
of Pun,gives the credit of completion of the Lingaraja temple, 
(built by three generations of kings before him) and installation 
of the huge Sakti mside the sanctum to Lalata Kesaai . The trans- 
lation of the passage is as follows - 


After this ruled king Lalata Kesani. This king completed 
the building of the Bhubanesvara temple. This ternple had been 
built by three'generations of kings. Before him this king per- 
formed the consecration ceremony of the temple. This king ruled 
for 49 Anka years equivalent to 40 regnal years. The consecra- 
tion ceremony was performed on the 25th day of Mina or the 
27th Anka year." (Madalapanji, 1940,pp. 7-8). 

The Lalata Kesan of the Panji became Lalatendu in the 
'Purana’. About the origin of Lalatendu Kesan, which was traced 
to the falling of the Chandra (Indu) from the Lalata(fore-head) 
of Siva at the time of making Tandava dance on the Kailasa 
mountain in the assembly of the Gods, 


1. (a) Ekamra Purana - $53rd chapter . Verses-24-26. 
(b) Studies in Onissan History, Archaeology and Archieves 
by P.Acharya 1969, pp. 62-65. 
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Another important point which deserves clanification on 
the supremacy of Sasanka or Chandra over Kalinga is identified 
with Lalata Kesari. 


It may be mentioned here that all the Soma vamsi kings 
of Orissa from time of Janmejaya - I assumed the title of 
Trikalingadhipati or the sovereign lord of the three Kalinga 
regions, in their copper plate grants so far published. It is known 
from the J.D.copper plate grant of Yayati - I! that he was 
selected as the over lord of the regions of Kalinga, Kongada , 
Utkala and Koshala as a suitable groom is chossen by the bride 
in a svayamvara, and regained the supremacy over the 'Trikalinga' 
region by dint of his prowess (1.0. Vol.TV, p.220) 


Yayati - II is called 'Visva-vijayi' in the Narasimhapur 
plates of his illustrious son Udyota kesari(1.0.Vol.IV,P-227). 
Yayati - I was a repository of learning (learned), a representa- 
tive (incamation) of Madhusudana (Visnu) and a conqueror of 
the world(visva-vijayi). The Ekamra Purna has described 
Chandra or Sasanka as 'atyanta medhavi (very talented) 
sivatmaka(devotee of Siva), (13-66), pruthivi patih (sovereign 
of the world), (47-122-124) sivabhakta (devotee of Siva) 
mahatejah (very powerful) sarvasatru nisudana (killer of all the 
enemies), sarvam prithrvimakramya (conquering the whole world 
( 65-6-13). Instead of Madhusudan and Visvavijayi of the grant 
we find 'sarva satru-nisudana' and 'prithivi-pati' in the Purana, 
expressing similar ideas . Parama- Mahesvara' Yayati-II and his 
son Udyota Kesari have been described as Sivatmaka' and 
'Sivabhakta' in the Purana.(I.O.Vol.IV,P-220-483) 

The comparative analysis of the expressions used in the 
epigraphic records and the Ekamra Purana proves convincingly 
that the Saiva sovereign alluded to in the Purana belonged defi- 
nitely to the illustrious Soma (Kesari) vamsa of Orissa. 
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The'Kapila Samhita’ another work of this type while nar- 
rating the story of building the Kedaresvara temple by the Himalaya 
says that the temple of Tribhuvanesvara or Lingaraja, the building 
of which was impossible for Brahma, Visnu, Indra, Yama and 
Varuna will be constructed by Chandra in the Kali age . 


Brahmana Visnunedrena Yamena Varunena cha 
Prasadastu hi sadhyayam Kalau Chandra karisyati (1) 


The tradition of building of the great temple of 
Bhubanesvara by 'Chandra' or a king of the lunar dynasty is also 
narrated in connection of construction of the Brahmesvara temple 
by Brahma in another Puranic work of Orissa 'Svarnadri 
Mahodaya’ (Ch. 14, V. 4-12) (2) . 


Four-faced Brahma came to Ekamra and pleased 
Bhuvanesa by his prayers. He asked the permission of Bhuvanesa 
for building a beautiful temple which would make him famous. 
Bhubanesa says "You are unable to build my temple. It will be 
built by Chandra in the Kali age. Another Puranic work called 
Ekamra Chandrika while narrating the story of building of the 
Bhimesvara temple says that the great temple of Bhuvanesa wall 
be made by Chandra in the Kali age. 


According to the Ekanmra Chandrika (Ch.9,Verse-112) 
Bhima has been directed by Bhuvanesa to build another temple 
to the west of his temple, which will be made by Chandra or a 
king of the lunar dynasty. So it is the unanimous verdict of all 


1. ‘Kapila Samhita' published in Oriya characers by 
Pandita Ratnakara Gargabatu in 1928. Chapter -16.p-78 


2. ‘Svarnadni Mahodaya' published in Sanskrit by Pandit a 
Ratnakara Gargabatu,Calcutta 1912 chapter -14 pp.78-79. 
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the Puranic works so far discovered and published that Chandra 
or Sasanka was the builder of the magnificent Lingaraja temple 
of Bhubanesvara. This Chandra as satisfactorily proved before 
was no other than Lalatendu of the Orissan tradition.(1) 


Wrong identification of Chandra with Sasanka 


A lot has been written about the Gauda king Sasanka, a 
contemporary of Emperor Harsavardhana on the basis of the 
disparaging account found about him in the ‘Harsa charita’ of 
the celebraed scholar Bana Bhatta. The main concern here is 
the refutation of the theory of his identification with 'Sasanka' 
mentioned in the Ekamra Purana. The following arguments are 
put forth to disprove this worng identification. 


1) No epigraphic record issued by any 'Sasanka' king of 
Gauda has yet come to light. 


2) Sn Sasanka mentioned in the Midnapur plate of 
Subhakirti and Midnapur plate of Soma Datta was rulling over 
Utkala along with Dandabhukti (Sahitamutkala- desena Danda- 
bhuktim prasasati) and as such he may better be taken as a ruler 
of North Orissa. This conclusion is corroborated by the discov- 
ery of two plates of Soma Datta from Soro (2) 


1. Ekamrachandnika - Kedaranatha Gaveshana Pratisthana, 
Bhubaneswar, 1995. 


2. Inscriptions of Onissa - S.N.Rajaguru, Vol.LPt-II, 1958, 
P-136- 141,144-145. 
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3) It is historically wrong to connect Sri Sasanka of the 
above two plates with Maharajadhiraja Sri Sasanka mentioned 
in the Ganjam plates of Madhavaraja of the Sailodbhava family 
for the reasons given below - 

a) The two grants referring to Sri Sasanka were written 
on a single plate whereas the Ganjam grant of Madhavaraja was 
written on three plates. (Trifali tamrasasana) which was 
undoubtedly later in date. 

b) The two Midnapur plates are written in verses, 
whereas the grant portion of the Ganjam grant of Madhavaraja 
is entirely written in ornate prose of a high order. 


c) The last portion of the Ganjam plates contains four 
imprecatory verses, whereas there is none is the two Midnapur 
grants. 

d) The Ganjam plates of Madhavaraja mention the Gupta 
year 300 "Gauptabde varsa -sata-traye Varttamane" whereas the 
two Midnapur grants refer to the regnal years of the respective 
rulers. 


e) According to Dr. R.C.Majumdar, the editor of the 
Midnapur plates the alphabets belong to the type used in 
North-East India during the period 550-650 A.D. and show some 
divergence from those used in the Ganjam plates of the time of 
Sasanka. (I.0.Vol-I, Pt.6H, P. 157) 


For the grounds stated above Sri Sasanka of the 
Midnapur plates must be taken as different from and earlier than 
Maharajadhiraja Sri Sasanka of the Ganjam plates. No informa- 
tion is available about the families to which both the Sasankas 
belonged. None of these two kings is known to have built any 
temple. So it is preposterous to say that he built any temple at 
Bhubanesvara. 
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In his learned paper entitled "Date of Parasuramesvara 
temple at Bhubaneswar" (1) K.C.Panigrahi utilised all the four 
Puranic works i.e., Ekamra Purana, Svarnadri Mahodaya, 
Ekamra Chandrika and Kapila samhita to establish the identify 
of Sasanka mentioned in the Ekamra Purana with Sasanka the 
king of Gauda. But a careful perusal of the verses discussed 
above from the four works, will convince any body that the 
Ekamra Purana has noted the words Sasanka, Chandra and 
Chandrama as synonyms while narrating the story of building 
the temple of Tribhuvanesvara at Ekamra Ksetra or 
Bhubaneswar. So it is illogical to take Sasanka as the name of a 
king of Bengal, and its other two synonyms Chandra and 
Chandrama as denoting moon. in face of the fact the purpose of 
all the four works was the same i.e. glorification of the builder 
of the temple of Tnbhhuvanesvara 


It may be pointed out that K.C. Panigrahi missed to 
interpret the terms "Mukutabhrasta" and 'Sambhor-lalata 
chandrama' used in the same context which contain vaued 
reference to Lalata Kesan or Lalatendu Kesan of the Onissan 
tradition credited with the building of magnificent temple of 
Tribhuvanesvara or Lingaraja . So the identification of Sasanka 
mentioned in the Ekamra Purana wih the Gauda King Sasanka 
is quite untenable and as such should be discarded as it is creat- 
ing confusion in the history and chronology of the temples at 
Bhubanesvara (2). 


1. Joumal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Letters. Vol XV,No - 


2. Souvenir, Kedamnatha Gavessana Pratisthana. 
Bhunaneswar 1988, p.15-30. 
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Muktesvara Temple: 


The Muktesvara temple which is referred in the 
Sansknit Puranas as Siddhesvara,(1) has got striking affinities 
with the Gaun temple in respect of decorative details, style of 
execution and exuberance of ornamentation which cannot be 
far removed from it in date. Great importance is given to the 
adoration of the Sapta Matrikas and Virabhadra whose figures 
are displayed with considerable ingenuity and artistic skill in 
the eight petals of the full-blown lotus placed upside down in 
the Garbha-muda stone of the Jagamohbana. This is a clear proof 
of the tantric propensity of the builder of the temple, who in all 
likelihood belonged to the Soma family and flourished during 
the early period of their rule over Orissa in the 10th century A.D. 


AMuktesvara Temple : general view 


L. on) E.P-Ch. 18-19. PP-135-150 
b) S.M. -Ch.13,PP 65-72 
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The special features of this temple as noted by K.C. Panigrahi 
run as follows: Here we find for the first time a porch which 
marks the beginning of a Pidha temple, well shaped pilasters 
and recessess formed by them, the images carved in 
octorelivo,Gajasimha and Naga columns. In the cult images we 
find here for the first time a mouse used as a mount of Ganssa, 
a cock associated with Kartikeya, babies cared in the arms of 
the Sapta Matrkas, Ketu among the planets.(1) It is to be 
noted that these architectural and iconographical features 
are conspicuous by their absence in the earlier group of 
temples discussed before". 

The plan of this temple is a full-fledged Pancharatha, the 
Pabhaga or lower portion consisting of five mouldings 
Panchakrama' as is commonly found in the later temples(2). The 
low enclosure wall with off-set projections and sculptural exte- 
iors is a fitting appendage to the temple'. This temple has the 
unique distinction of having a magnificent Torana fronting the 
entrace through the compound wall The decoration of the arch 
with exquisite reclining female figures and bands of delicate scroll 
- work of masterly execution is a crowning beauty of the 
monument. On account of its elegant proportions and exquisite 
and lavish ornamentation this small temple has been rightly ac- 
clammed as the gem of Orissan architecture. 


= Onssa Review, Orissa Monuments special. 1949-P44. 
2. Bhubaneswar - Devala Mitra. P-36-40. 
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Rajarani (Indresvara Temple) : 


The date of the famous Rajarani (Indresvara) temple of 
Bhubaneswar can now be fixed with certainty after the publication 


Rdajarani temple: general view 
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of the Banapur copperplate grant of Indraratha, both in Oriya 
and English by K.B. Tripathy.(1) 

From this, it is known that Indraratha was the eldest son 
of Bhimaratha, a very powerful ruler through his second wife 
named Durga. Being a favourite of Dharmaratha, he was ap- 
pointed as the governor of Kalinga and Odra. He forcibly ocupied 
the throne of Yayatinagara, perhaps after drivingNaghusha and 
killing Abhimanyu, the grandson of Janmejaya - 1, who claimed 
the throne of the State. He was a very powerful ruler und re- 
pulsed the attack of Paramara Bhoja. But he was totaly uefeated 
and captured in a battle fought near Yayatinagara in 1023 A.D. 
About this K.A. Nilakantha Shastn writes thus : 

"After having captured Indraratha of the ancient race of 
the Moon together with his family in a fight which tnok place at 
Adinagara(Yayatinagara) whose great fame knew no decline’. (2) 

As he was an usurper, he has not used the title of 
Mahabhavagupta or Mahasivagupta borne by the rulers ofthe Soma 
family. His name is not mentioned in the genealogy given in the 
Narasimhapur grant and Brahmesvara temple inscription of Udyota 
Keshan and the Ratnagin copperplates of king Karna Deva. 

His Banapur grant was issued on Karttika Shukla Dvitiya 
of his sixth regnal year which corresponds to 25th october, 
1006A.D. of the day of Kanya Samkranti. So his reign started 
from 1000A.D. and ended in 1023 A.D. 

With this reliable epigraphic evidence at our disposal 
the excellent shrine of Indresvara built to perpetuate the 
memory of Indraratha, can be placed between 1000 A.D. and 
1023 A.D. This was not a Vaishnava temple as wrongly noted 
by M.M. Ganguli (3) and R.P. Chanda (4) 


Jhankara (Oriya monthly), Vol.-XVII, No-19, pp.621-628. 
‘The Cholas', Vol-I, PP. 248-49. 

Onissa and her Remains - M.Ganguli P-313. 

Annual Report of the A. S. L,1923-24 PP 119-122. 


D wv = 
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Brahmesvara Temple : 


Among the mounments of the pre Ganga period only the 
temple of Brahmesvara contained a record indicating the date of 
its construction as ‘ $fugaldohyrlsear fa Md ¢ 
mica Yh 3" which, calculated astronomically,corresponds to 
24th February, 1053 A.D. Wednesday, the Mina Samkranti hav- 
ing fa! en on 22.2.1053 the day of Phalguna Amavasya(1) 1053 
A.D. being current in the 18th year of Udyota Kesani's it began 
from 1053 - 18=1035 A.D. This is supported by the dates of his 
Narasimbhapur copperplate grant issued on "anf arfz ayrat " of 
his 4th regnal year. It is definitely known that Vnischika Samkranti 
fell on 26.10.1038 which was Margasira Krishana Dashami 
Guruvara (2) so his reign started from 1035 A.D. 

Another important thing which deserves consideration 
here is that the Brahmesvra temple is described as - ' aqme 
ararynarana ' . (V/12) or having four temples at four corners 
and a Natyashala or antechamber for dancing, popullarly called 
Jjagamobana in later ages. 


Such "Panchayatana" or group of five temples is found 
at Kualo (ancient Kodalaka), the capital of the Sulkis, now situ- 
ated in the Parjang block of the Dhenkanal district not far from 
the Brahmani river. The Kanakesvara Temple which was ongi- 
nally about 80 feet high stands in the centre with four small 
temples at four corners, all of which are now in a dilapidated 
state. These temples were built by Kulastambbha Deva 
Vikramaditya. 

1. Indian Ephemeris by Pillai; Vol.IM,p-108. 
2, Indian Ephemeris by Pallai, Vol.I, p-79. 
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Drahmesvara temple: general view 
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FrinyaflesuauTaTE : 


goat Fes afarfa: gah: | 
SMA prea Ff rea: 

pr parareuarfoaR: 1 
bଏ x XxX 
ured Afar sfoalsaeraTe ya - 

ନ HqTRaYT Nyaa: | 
ରୀ ray - 


dren farfeagniratosted: 1 (1) 

The date of the copperplate grant of his son Sri Rana 
Stambha being 103 of the Bhauma Era or 717 A.D. these 
Panchayatana temples may be placed near about 700 A.D. Thus 
they are earlier than the Brahmesvara group by more than three 
and half centuries.(2) 


I Dhenkanal grant of Jayastambha, J.B.O.R-S. Vo! I pp 405-409. 
2. J.B.O.R. Vol. pp 396-400 
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Lingaraja Temple : 


In, the tradition of Orissa the builder of the Lingaraja temple, 
is identified the by scholars with Yayati - IT, the first ruler of the 
second branch of the Somavamsi Kings . But this identification is 
not acceptable as Yayati - II came to power, when the backbone of 
the Soma Empire had been broken, due to the crushing defeat and 
capture, by the greatest Chola Emperor. For want of a suitable 
legal successor Yayati - II was chosen as the king of the two States 
of Kosala and Utkala by the vassal chieftains at an advanced age. 
This is clearly stated in verse 9 of the Narsimhapur plates of his son 
Udyota Kesari as quoted below , 

neat 2 Mygd lyre | 
RUE HUA; ANA) ILT TET Gara 


(1.0. Vol IV,P-227) 
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This is corroborated by verse 7 of the Brahmesvara 
temple inscription of the time of Udyota Kesari which states 
that Chandihara or Yayati-II was elected as the ruler of the 
realm by the ministers. 

" sf Ugg Fama: Mae: Gd: 0 

Yayati - II who had a short reign of about a decade 
(c.1025-1035 A.D.) had to fully utilise his time, energy and 
resources in leading retaliatory expeditions against Rajendra 
Chola (1012-1044 A.D.) ruler of Kanchi, Paramara Bhoja(1010- 
1042 A.D.) overlord of Lata, Karnata, Gurjjara and Mahipala 
ruler of Gauda and Radha as is known from his Maranjamura 
charter issued in the 3rd year of his reign (1). It is clear from 
verse 10 of the Brahmesvara temple inscription that the fight 
with rulers of Dahala, Choda and Gauda did not end in the reign 
of Yayati-II but continued up to the reign of his son Udyota 
kesani, who was able to vanquish the enemies. So it is purely 
hypothetical to conclude that he was the builder of the Lingaraja 
temple, which was then the loftiest and most magnificent temple 
of the land. This conclusion should be discarded as it is not 
supported by solid facts of contemporary history. On the 
otherhand, the traditions as recorded in the Madala Panji(Temple 
chronicle) giving the credit to Yayati-I as starting the construc- 
tion of the Lingaraja temple after the completion of building a 
small temple for Jagannatha at Pun, should be accepted for the 
grounds given below, 

Yayatikeshari 

(=F) ‘ff Joma EAiagsa 4 sR Ter Mery 
quyrtg Af aga x xX Xx UWFHGGT gaIaT LIAS YH ’' 


1. Maranjamura Charter of Yayat: -II, J.B.O.R- S.Vol-I (1916) 
pp-4555ff;Jatesinga and Dungn plates of Mahasivagupta 
Yayati (R.Y.5)1.0.Vol IV pp.218-224ff. 


33 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


(3) fୀଫ ୩୮୪ - ''୍‌ 3ମକ ଝୁଞଖ ୩ନ2ଙ ମୁ କଞ । ବ୍ଓ ଜମ ଝ୍ଞ 
meg oRaayatg AR GTA x x x UTAGFpa Yaya AI here 
ଘଅୀ ମୁ ଝଣ ' ' । 

Suryakesan 

Ist Panji - ‘qr yaayar ager erry faue 

2nd Panji - ¢ yaayar azo Menge 


Ananta Keshan 
Ist Panji -* ‘WR Jere 3 YA T YuRAYR FI 
degre 


2nd Panji - The same. 


Lalata Kesani 

Ist Panji-War gant cele M0 x x x yaya ager fafaruret 
deg TAA Ag G1’ 

2nd Panji- ‘‘ ¢ 3a16 Clee maT xX xX xX UM YaryaT 
ager aftfor a I vasa fafaroret Aafor Fer I Tra age MAAgT he (1) 


It is clear from the quotation made above that the building 
of Bhubaneswar (Lingaraja) temple was only started by Yayat I, 
but could not be fimished. This work was continued by his suc- 
cessors Surya Kesari and Ananta Kesan and completed by Lalata 
Kesari, who installed the huge Siva Lingam inside the sanctum. 
The authenticity of this traditional account may be examined in 
the light of facts of contemporary history and close examination 
of the archiecture of the temple. 


1]. Madalapanji (Second Edn.) Utkal University, 1969,PP-5-8 . 
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Yayati- I inherited a strong, well-knit and extensive empire 
from his powerful father Janamejaya- I. His long reign was peaceful 
as he could successfully check the exapansion of the Chedi power 
in the west by inflicting a crushing defeat on its ruler Yuvaraj, be- 
fore his 8th regnal year. (1) So he could utilise the abundant re- 
sources of his prosperous state in building the city of Yayatinagara 
after his name on the bank of the Mahanad;i, the Jagannatha temple 
at Puri, the Dasasvamedha ghata on the bank of the Vaitarani in 
Viraja Ksetra, and initiating the construction of the magnificent 
and lofty temple of Lingaraja. mn 


The city of Yayatinagara founded by him is proudly men- 
tioned in eight epigraphic records of the Somavamsi period i.e. 
Yayati -1, Bhimaratha -1, Dharmaratha - 1,Ranaka Punja - 1, 
Indraratha-1 Udyota Kesari-1 and Karna Deva-l, and referred to 
in twelve inscriptions of the reign of Rajendra Chola issued 
between the 12th and the 3 1st years of hus reign. Dhoyi, a poet of 
the court of Lakshmana Sena, king of Bengal has given a beautiful 
description of this city,where tall Guvaka trees were found entangled 
by creepers of betel leaves, in his Kavya, 'Pavanadutam'(2). On the 
basis of the description given by poet Dhoyi. Yayatinagara can sat- 
isfactorily be identified with Chaudvara a place of strategic and 
archaeological importance between the rivers Virupa and the 
Mahanadi, which abounded with gardens of betel leaves. Thus 
Yayati-I .Who was a great builder can be credited with the plan of 
constrution of this magnicent Structure. 


lz Patna Museum Plates of Mahasivagupta Yavau (R.Y.8). 
JA.S B..Vol.I, New series, pp.14 -16, LO. Vol.IV, pp.167-175. 
2. Pavanadutam, J.P.A.S.B., Vol-lpp 41. 
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The close examination of the architeture of the Lingaraja 
temple indicates that in a original plan made by Yayati-I there was 
provision for building the lofty structure of a Vimana only. Odd 
and crude joints existing between the Vimana and the Jagamohana 
prove that the latter was a later addition. This is corroborated by 
the convicing remarks of R.D. Banerjee, who was placed in charge 
of its conservation. 

" The vimana of the Kirttivasa possesses a sir gle opening on 
the east. During the repairs it was discovered that the stone- door- 
frame from which the wooden gates are hung, conceals behind it 
two different stone-door-frames, the sizes of which do not corre- 
spond. The stone lintel of the front door-frame is much lower than 
that of the rear one , proving these by that the Vimana and the 
Jagamohana were not built at the same time" (1) 


The close resemblance between the Jagamohana of the 
Lingaraja and Brahmesvara temples was possible as the Jagamohana 
of the Lingaraja temple was built by Udyota Keshan, whose mother 
Kolavati had erected the Brahmesvara temple dunng his reign. 


On the basis of the discussion made above, the vimana of 
Lingaraja, the building of which was started by Yayati- I and com- 
pleted by his two successors may be assigned to the 10th century 
whereas the Jagamohana,a work of Udyota Keshan famous as 
Lalatendu Keshan, 1s a work of the mid-elevent century: 


1. History of Orrssa by RD. Brnerjee, Vol-I1, PP359-360. 
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Kedaresvara Temple : 
The time of Kedaresvara temple can be fixed on the basis 
f information furnished by two inscriptions of the time of 
Jhodaganga Deva incised on the right wall of the entrance of the 
lagamohana . Of these two the first one records the provision of 
Akhanda Dipa(perpetual lamp) inthe temple of Bhacavan Kedaresvara’ 
the lord of the three worlds by Sri Pramadi Deva younger brother of 

Sni Chodaganga Deva in the Saka year 1064 or 1142 AD.(1) . 
4 EE aes f । 2 
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hl Keddaresvara temple: Karttikega 
The respect shown to the derty is a proof m the second issued 
by Chodaganga' son of Pramadi Deva m the Saka Year 1067 or 1145 
A D. during Chodaganea2’s rule. So it can defmtely be assiened to the 
eleventh century and accepted as a Somavamsi monument 
1. a) O.HRJ-Vol. L, No.2 (1952), PP 7 ff ,/b) The Joankars. Val V, No- 4, P354. 
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Siddhesvara Temple : 


The entire area round the Siddhesvara, at present known 
as Muktesvara temple has been eulogised as 'Sddhashrama' a 
hermitage of recluses in Kapilaasmhita. 'Svarnadri Mahodaya' 
and Ekamra Chamdrika(1) by the time of issue of the Brahmesvara 
temple inscription by Udyota Kshan . This area of Ekamra has 
been proclaimed as a Siddha Tirtha (spt farxgelel aque 
holy place inhabited by recluses. Siddhesvara, being the presid- 
ing deity of this area, might be taken as existing before the 
Brahmesvara temple. This view is supported by the architecture 
of this temple as noted by Mrs. Debala Mitra, - ‘The arrange- 
ment of the Pidhas, like that of Muktesvar is continuous, without 
any recess, and the crowning element consists of only a Kalasa with- 
out the usual components of the full-fledged jagamohana (P43) . 
So this may be taken as a monument of the Somavamsi Period. 
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Bhuvanesvari Temple : 


The temple of Gopalini or Bhuvanesvari to the north of 
the Jagamohana of Lingaraja and the temple of Savitri in the 
south west corner of the Vimana of Lingaraja, which belong to 
the Gaun chara type may be placed during the Somavamsi pe- 
niod. The deity Gopalini or Bhuvanesvan, the killer of demons 
Kirtti and Vasa, being the harbinger of the greatness and sanc- 
tity of this place according to al! Puranic accounts may be taken 
as a contemporary of Lingaraja Temple. 


Siddha Lambodara Temple : 


In order of precedence of the Lingaraja temple, the 
name of Ganesa worshipped in a temple to the left of the flight 
of stepts comes first. In the historic inscription of the fourth 
year of Narasimha Deva 1(1240 - A.D.) Siddha Lambodara is 
given equal importance with Shn Kinttivsa (Lingaraja), 


' St aA: =< qr qaf୍ମ- 
qerndaer sharia frgctdter (1) 


Thus it was definitely earlier than 1240-A.D There is 
an inscniption in Telugu characters on the eastern wall of the 
sanctum belonging to the time of Chodaganga Deva. But it is 
not deciphered. Until the contrary is proved it may be taken as 
a pre-Gnga monument. 


1. OHRJ - Vol.I No.4,1953,P-302 
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TEMPLES OF THE GANGA PERIOD 


The Ganga dynasty ruled from C.1108 A.D. -1435A.D. 
after unifying different parts of Orissa which was ruled 
previously by various minor dynasties. The establishment of 
Sasanas and building of the Siva temples were started in full 
swing from the reign of Chodaganga Deva, called Gangesvara 
Deva. Towards the close of his reign,with a view to eclipsing 
the glory and ‘greatness of the ancient Buddhist sites and 
monuments, which continued for atleast two centunes, he built 
many siva temples. 

The temple of Ramesvara, without the Jagamohana was 
built on an elevated ground containing the remains of an old 
Buddhist monument. The tall temple of Alabukesvara, now 
known as Nagesvara was erected in an area full of Buddhist caves, 
the chief of which is known as Pancha-Pandava Gumpha. His queen 
Laksmi Devi built the temple Chintamanisvara near the extensive 
tank of Lakshmisagara which was excavated in the village of 
Laksmisagara Patana founded by her. The beautiful temple of 
Gangesvara bearing his name still stands near the tank Devipadahara 
in a good state of preservation. 

From a fragmentary inscription on the back of broken 
Parvati image in 17 lines found in the heart of Sisupalagada it is 
known that Gangesvara built a lofty temple as high as the 
Himalayas.The extract from the inscription is quoted below. 

ଫଆୀଙ୍‌ a yadfaauftrg 
vat: nefay gag: 
x xX ଏ ),ଏ 


ead q fayu f@fararaasopid lt (1) 


1. O.H.RJ. Vol.XV, Nos.1&2,PP 59-60. 
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This great Siva temple of Sisupalagada was perhaps razed 
to the ground at the time of destruction of this fort by Mohammad 
Taqui Khan, Subadar of Cuttack in 1734 - A.D. 


Gangesvara paid special attention to founding Sasanas 
and building Siva temples round about Dhauli or ancient Tosali. 
So Sasanas named Sriya deipura(present Saradeipura), 
Kalyanapura, Kausalyapura, Gangesvarapura, were founded by 
his queens Sriya Devi, Kalyana Devi, and himself, respectively. 
Near the extensive tank called Kausalya - Ganga, bearing the 
joint names of Kausalya Devi and Gangesvara Deva, were es- 
tablished two Sasanas named Purva and Uttara. The temple of 
Bahirangesvara, erected on the western promontory of the Dhauli 
hill and marking the southern limit of the sacred Ekamra Ksetra, 
along with the temple of Ganesa and the temple of Sankatesvara 
standing by the road leading to the Bahirangesvara temple may 
be assigned to this period. The Ganesa is now installed in a new 
temple, whereas the other two temples have been reconstructed. 

The temple of Kundalesvara of Sriramapura Sasana at a 
short distance from the famous circular enclosure containing 
the sixty four Yoginis of Hirapura (1) on the bank of river 
Bhargavi which belonged to this period as it finds mention in 
the Alarpur copper plate grant of Narasimha -II. It marked the 
eastern limit of Ekamra Ksetra. 


'ସଷ୍0a 3g age IE  ' (2) 


1. O.H.R.J.Vol < 0, No.2, P 2540. 


2. E.L. Vol. XXXLPP. 21-248. 
41 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Meghesvara Temple : 


The Meghesvara temple inscription (1) now fixed on the 
western compound wall of the Ananta Vasudeva temple, states 
that, this temple was built by Svapnesvara Deva, brother-in-law 
of Rajaraja Deva - II(1170-1190 A.D.) during the reign of his 
younger brother Ananga bhima -H (1190 - 1198 A.D.) The 
Vimana or sanctum has developed into a saptaratha temple. Its 
Jagamohana now bereft of its crowning chambers, resembles 
that of Rajarani adorned with Naga columns on the sides of 
the entrance. In the temple we find only the Dikpalas and not 
their Saktis which prove that the Shaktis of the Dikpalas were 
not depicted on the body of the temples at least up to the end of 
the nwelfth century. 


Meghesvara temple: general view 


1 JAS.B., Vol IV,1837,PP890, J A.S.B.,VOILXVL.1897. 
and E.I.,Vol-VIP 200ff. 
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Natamandira, Bhogamandapa 
of Lingaraja Temp?’e : 


There being no direct epigraphic evidence regarding 
the date of the Natamandira, it may tentatively be assigned to 
the reign of Anangabhima Deva -III (1211-1239 A.D.) as all the 
five inscriptions of his reign written on chlorite slabs are found 
fixed on the western entrance of the Natamandira leading to the 
Jagamohana. The earliest of the inscription (1) being dated in 
Saka year 1140 or 1218 A.D. it may be assigned to the period 
1211 - 1218 A.D. 


The necessity of building the Bhogamandapa arose for 
providing sufficient space for keeping the earthen pots of coocked 
food, other offerings of sweets and fruits, before the deity at a 
respectable distance. 


From a mutilated inscription of the time of Bhima Deva 
( Anangabhima - 01) it is known that a certain person (name 
lost) granted three vatis of land of providing offering of food to 
God Kirttivasa (Lingaraja) from the produce of the gifted land 


‘afar Xx x × ଆମ୍ୁଝସୀଙ ଏଷ (2) ? 


1. E.L XXX,P.286,No.2. 


2. Bhubsneswara Abhilekha - P-25. 
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This endowment was made when Pathi Mahadeva, Pandita 
Purusottama, Govinda Karana and Siunatha(Sivanatha) Karana 
were managing the affairs of the temple. (1) 


Another inscription of the 54th Anka(1238-1239 A.D.) 
of the same king records the deposit of some gold coins(?) in 
the treasury of Lord Lingaraja, the interest of which was to be 
spent for offering small earthen pots of cooked food daily be- 
fore the deity : 


' qe ayaa seaufesl (fer) He’ 


The use of the word 'Atika' is significant as it supplies evidence 
regarding the introduction of Mahaprasada. Another inscription 
of 1257 A.D. records the endowment of Nirmalya (Mahaprasada) 
perpared from rice measuring ten manas. (2) 


This endowment was made by Bhava Sadasiva the Guru of 
Narasimha Deva -1(1238-1264 A.D.) 


On the basis of evidence furnished by the above three 
records, the building of the Bhogamandapa may be placed in the 
middie of the 13th century. 


1. Indian culture, Vol,[V,P.73f. 
2. E.LVol XXIX, PP. 47-48. 
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Bhaskaresvara Temple : 


The temple of Bhaskaresvara stood in a predominantly 
Buddhist area, which is proved by the discovery of an under 
ground headless image of Lokesvara(now preserved in the Orissa 
State Museum) near the road leading from it to the Brahmesvara 
temple. This image must have been enshrined in a Buddist temple 
which has now gone out of existence. The Buddist association 
of the Linga of Bhaskaresvara with an unusual height of 9 ft 
from the floor level, which was orginally a free-standing pillar is 
proved by the discovery of not only a deliberately broken and 
mutilated lion capital but also of four fragments of railing posts 
resembling similar ones fencing the stupas a at Phenint and ia Smnch. 


| eo eninge Temple : | procter view 
Of these four, three are preserved in the Asutosh 


Museum, Calcutta, while one is exhibited in the Onissa State 
Museum along with the mutliated lion bearing a short inscription 
of the fifth century. 
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As an analogy it may be pointed out here that at the time 
of renovation of the dilapidated Dhavalesvara temple on the 
peak of the Dhauli hill assigned to the sixth century by J.D. 
Beglar, the slender Linga enshrined in it was found to be 14feet 
high with a circumference of nearly 5 feet, the thickness being 
disproportionate with its height. This must have been originally 
a column of the ancient Buddhist stupa, the existence of which 
was proved by the scattered bricks, brick-bats of the original 
structure nearby The fall of these two earliest Buddhist stupas 
near Bhaskaresvara temple and on the Dhauli hill, was caused 
by the millitant Pasupatas, who were enimical to Buddism when 
they came to prominence in the royal courts in the 6th 
century A.D. 


During the period of Bhauma Kara rule over 
Orissa(c.614-850 A.D.), there was revival of Mahayana Bud- 
dhism and its branch Vajrayana cult, as the first powertul rulers 
of this family were devout Buddhists. 


The Somavamsi rulers followed a policy of recociliation to- 
wards Buddism, which is proved by the re-installation of Buddhist 
Jagannatha as Purushottama in a new temple built by Yayati-L, grant 
of land made by Indraratha for the female Buddhist deity called 
Khadiravani Bhattarika and gift of village for Rani Karpurashri 
hailing from Solanapura Mahavihara of Utkaladesha. The slow 
process of assimillation of Buddhism into the fold of Hinduism 
resulted in its founder Gautama Buddha as being accepted as the 
9th incamation of Visnu. The temple of Bhaskaresvara, which 
symbolises this process of transforming a portion of an ancient 
Buddhist pillar into one of the famous Asta Sambhu may be 
assigned tentatively to the twelveth century. 
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A 


Swarnajalaesvara Bagh : general view 


— 


Mitresvara and Varunesvara Temples: 


The Saktis (female energies) of the eight Dikpalas vere 
depicted for the first time in the Ananta Vasudeva temple and 
the temple called San, Chitrakarini, Yamesvara, Mitresvara and 
Varunesvara containing such Saktis are later than the Ananta 
Vasudeva temple(1) is wrong, because Dikpalas and their Shaktis 
are prominently displayed in the Chatesvara temple of 
Knisnapura. This temple can be definitely placed, on the basis of 
an inscription found in it, to the second decade of the 12th 


1s O.H.R.J.Vol.ILNos 384,PP. 
4 E.I. Vol XXIX,PP.121-138f. 
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century, when Anangabhima - 111 was ruling over Orissa (2). 
With this reliable evidence at our disposal the broken temples of 
Mitresvaa and Varunesvara standing side by side within an 
enclosure to the north of the Papanasini tank and Sari Deula 
may be placed in the first quarter of the 13th century. 


Chitrakarini Temple : 
The Chitrakarini temple standing on the right of the 


main road is of the panchayatana type having four subsidiary 
shrines at the four corners, the whole group being enclosed 


men PP rt sch sc MI 
Chitrakarini Temple : general view 
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by a Chamunda image, the frieze on the lintel of the Southern 
window of the Jagahmohana depicts the marriage of Siva and 
Parvati while that on the lintel of the northern window shows 
Krishna playing on his flute amidst his enchanted followers 
and cattle listening with rapt attention . In consideration of 
this presiding deity and the above two friezes this temple may 
be assigned to the reign of Narasimha Deva - I who had equal. 
respects for Durga, Purushottama and Siva. In his Kapilasa temple 
inscription (1) of 1246- A.D. he proclaimmed himself as . 
“qanTayat: SNgAIya: SIGeurngy:"’ 

An inscription of his second srahi(1238-39A.D.) found 
on the door jamb of the Dvaravasini temple (2) on the eastern 
bank of Vindusarovara which reads, 

Mahisamardini Durga installed in this pidha temple built 
of lateriate stone is called Dvaravasini . Thus the temple may be 
dated near about 1240-A.D. 


Yamesvara Temple : 


The fairly large sized temple of Yamesvara having a 
vimana and a jagamohana and standing within a spacious com- 
pound to the south of Bharati Matha, is an important ancient 
monument of Bhubaneswar. It stands on a high plinth like the 
Ananta vasudeva temple which resembles in respect of structural 
features, richness and affluence of decorations its general plan 
seemed to have followed that of the great temple of Konark where 
the Aruna Stambha stood in the intervening space between the 


1. E.L.Vol XO0N,PP4143 ff 
2. LO.VoLV, Part -LP.122. 
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Jagamohana and the Natamandira .(1) Here we find the stump of 
Vrisha Stambha in between the flight of steps leading to the 
Jagamohana and the pillared Nata mandira of which nothing now 
remains except the plinth. In consideration of the points stated 
above, it may be taken as a work of Vira Narasimha Deva - [, built 
under the infuence of his guru Bhava Sadasiva, who is stated in 
his two Lingaraja temple inscriptions (2) as a great Saiva teacher 
living on charity, granting land for the study of VWyakarana, 
making provision for Siva nirmalya, performance of Yajna 
and associated with a Matha. 


Though the second record is mutilated the words Frafe 
a and He are clear . 

From the story of the Yamesvara temple as narrated in 
the Ekamra Purana it is known that this temple was built by 
Yama who also performed a sacrifice and made gift of a wealthy 
Matha enclosed within a compound wall to a Kapalika Yati or 
Pasupata Acharya who stayed here as its head . 


1. Archaeological Remains at Bhubaneswar, by Dr. K.C. Panigrahi,1961 P-172. 


2. a) Indian culture, Vol.MLP.126. 
b) Read from the estampage preserved in the Orissa State Museum. 
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arf afataT sa t 
aH HgaT qTTT QuuTaUT: HN (1) 


The description ofthe Yati given in the Purana is fully 
applicable to Bhava Sadasiva given in his records. So this temple 
may be taken as a monument built under the infiuence of this 
great Saiva Acharya towards the close of the reign of Narasimha 
Deva I and the Mathavara of the Purana can satisfactonily be 
identified with the present Bharati Matha called as=g. by the 
people . 

Vakresvara Temple : 


The Vakresvara or Vakesvara temple standing to the 
north of Yamesvara temple consists of a vimana and a 
jagamohana, which is in a completely dilapidated state. "It is 
important however in having a Nava-ratha plan, which is a fur- 
ther advance on the Sapta-ratha plan of the monuments of this 
epoch".(1) The elaboration of the ground plan indicates its con- 
struction at a later date than the Yamesvara temple and as such 
it may be asigned to the closing year of the 15th century. 


1. E.P.Ch. XVII, Verses - 7$.97 - MI 
2 Archacological Remains at Bhubaneswar, P.174. 
51 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Vibhisanesvara Temple : 


The Vibhisanesvara temple also known as the Dakara 
Bhimesvara temple stands within a compound wall at a short 
distance of the eastern gate of the Lingaraja temple. This temple 
built on a ruined pitha originally consisted of a vimana and a 
jagamohana, of which the former was in an extremely dilapi- 
dated condition whereas its Jagamohana had totaly gone out of 
existence at the time of its renovation by the N.A.C. of 
Bhubaneswar in 1970-71 under my supervision. As indicated by 
the name of this monument it may be taken as a work of Ananga 
Bhima Deva - III (1211-1238 A.D.) who is also called Raut 
Bhima Deva in his two out of five epigraphic records in the 
Lingaraj temple. 


a) U3dxueatse of the 23rd Anka or 1230 A.D. (1) 
b) aaa wiuaated (date damaged) (2) 


Daksina Chandi Temple : 


The small pidha temple built of laterite stones enshrining 
the image of Mahisha Mardini Durga called Daksina Chandi, is 
situated to the south of royal castle, which stood near the southern 
gate of the compound of the Lingaraja temple. It has got historical 
importance as Durga became the presiding deity of the castle called 


1. EL. Vo OX, PP335-336. 
2. Ibid, PP. 236, No.2. 
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' Kirttivasa kataka' in two Lingaraja temple inscriptions. (1) 


1) 4th Anka of Gajapati Kapilesvara Deva 1437 A.D. 
"gifaaୀda Se AIT qT Ha `” ' 
2) 19th Anka of Gajapati Purusottama Deva ( 1481 A.D.) 
Thus it is proved that this Kataka as well as its presiding 
deity was existing long before Kapilesvara Deva and as such 
may be assigned to the Ganga period. 


Parvati Temple : 


In the compound of Lingaraja the temple of Parvati is a 
fine architectural piece, remarkable for the exuberance of its 
carving . The temple structurally and stylistically is definitely 
later than the Lingaraja temple (2) K.C. Panigrahi has taken it as 
a near contemporary of Ananta Vasudeva temple.(3) But the 
discovery of a short inscription in two lines engraved on the 
plinth near the south door of the Jagamohana of the temple in 
the 13th Srahbi of Bhanu Deva (4) corresponding to 1274 A.D. 
proves its existence before the temple of Ananta Vasudeva, which 
was built in1278 A.D. This inscription does not tell any thing 
about the date of the temple, but records the offering of cakes in 
two earthen pots (31f=%T) by one Bhima Bahika, when the 
temple was in charge (31famM)of one Yasodhara Maharana. 


The offering of Atika is a sure proof of established 
reputation of the deity Uma Devi before this date. 


JAS. Bengal ,1893,P 103 ff. 

Bhubaneswar, D.Mitra, PP 52-53. 
Archacological Remains art Bhubaneswar, P.174. 
O.H.RJ.Vol.M 3,PP 146-149. 


jr 
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Parvati Temple : general view 


It may be presumed, though it 1s difficult to prove that 
the necessity of building a temple for Uma or Parvati arose when 
the temple of Laksmi had been constructed near the Jagannatha 
temple by Chodaganga Deva, because the early Ganga rulers 
were trying to give equal status to the temple of Lingaraja with 
that of lord Jagannatha at Pun, So this temple may be placed in 
the second half of the twelfth century. 
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Anantesvara Temple : 


After the establishment of the Ganga rule over Onissa, 
Vaisnavism gradually rose into prominence as a result of which 
temples were erected within the enclousure of Lingaraja for worship 
of different Vaisnava deities. In a small shrine made of laterite 
stones situated to the South of Lingaraja, are enshrined three chlo- 
nite images of Balarama, Subhadra and Krishna, for which it is 
called Anantesvara temple. The deities were installed in this 
enclosure during the reign of Anangabhima Deva, who dedidated 
the whole empire on the feet of Purusotama for which it was 
called " Purusottama Samrajya" in his Lingaraja temple inscrip- 
tion and nuled over it as his Rauta or representative.(1) 


Laksmi Narayana Temple : 


According to tradition the beautiful deity of Laksmi 
Narayana was kept hidden in the northern entrance of the 
Bhogamandapa on the eve of attack on temple by Kalapahada in 
1568 A.D. In the pedestal there is engrved a small inscription in 
which the name of Narasimha is visible, who may be identified 
with Narasimha Deva - L, who calls himself ‘Purusottama Putra’. 


Laksmi Nrsimha Temple : 


The smal! temple of Laksmi Nrsimha situated to the South 
of Bhogamandapa within an enclosure may be assigned to the 
13th century. 

The image of four-armed Narayana popularly called 
Madhava holding Chakra in his upper night hand and Shankha in 
his upper left hand is found installed in a small shrine to the east of 
the Parvati temple which may be assigned to the early years of 
Ganga rule.(2) 


1. O.H.RJ.Vol.LNo.4,PP 302 ff. 
2. 1.0.Vol.V, PP 96,97,117. 
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Ananta Vasudeva Temple : 


The supremacy of Vaisnsvism in this greatest centre of 
Saivism in Orissa was fully established after the building of the 
Ananta Vasudeva Temple by Chandrika Devi, the daughter of 
Anangabhima Deva-III and sister of Narasimha Deva-I in 1278 
A.D. after which Vasudeva became the guardian of this sacred place 
and his representative image (fasramfdmT)was worshipped along 
with that of Lingaraja in all important festivals like Ratha yatra, 


Chandana yatra, Dola yatra, etc. (1) 


dnanta- Vasudeva temple: general view 


i. An Indian Ephemens, Pillai, Vol.V, P 72. 
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TEMPLES OF THE SURYAVAMSI PERIOD 
Kapilesvara Temple : 


The last great monument of this place is the temple of 
Kapilesvara situated with a spacious compound on the southern 
border of the sacred Ksetra. It was founded by the most powerful 
Gajapati Kapilesvara Deva whose coronation according to Madala 
Panji, was celebrated at Kirttivasa Kataka on the 2nd day of Kakada, 


Kapilesvara temple: 
sculpted g2 ill 
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Sukda, Chaturthi Budhavara, which astronomically coresponds exactly 
to 29th june,(1) 1435 A.D. from which date an Era called 'Kapilabda' 
is still calculated in Orissa. To perpetuate the memory of his coro- 
nation he founded the village Kapilesvara and Kapilaprasada, and 
built a Siva temple after his name which is the second important 
temple of this place. 

The association of Kapilesvara Deva with this place is 
proved by the exitence of a short epigraph engraved in a chlorite 
slab containing a panel of elephant rider which is fixed in the south- 
ern wall of the porch of Kapali Matha situated to the east of 
Papanasini tank. It mentions the name of one Ranasura 
Mabhasenapati the Commander- in - chief of Sri Kapilesvars Deva. 

The second inscription which is historically very important was 
engrved on a chlonite slab fixed near the eastern entrance of the 
Jagamohana of the Lingaraja temple. (2) Its date is 4th Anka, 
Mithuna Samkranti, Krsna Mangalavara which corresponds to 28th 
May, 1437 A.D.the day of 'Raja Samkrant:', Jyestha, Krsna Navami, 
Mangalavara (3). So the building of this temple may be fixed about 
this date when the king was encamping at Bhubaneswar. 

With the date of Gajapati Kapilesvara Deva closed the long 
glorious period of the development of temple - building at 
Bhubaneswar which continued for about one thousand years since 
the days of Sailodbhava rulers. 

However in the later Suryavamsi rule other temples like 
Daityesvara,Chakresvara,Kukkutesvara, etc. have comeup sans 
innovation, decoration and structural development indicating a 
decadence period to follow. 


* + «+ 
1. O.H.RJ., Vol.I No. 2, P.9. 
2. J.A.S.Bengal, 1893,P 103. 
3. An Indian Ephemeris, Vol.- VI, Madras, 1922 
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APPENDIX —A 


A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF IMPORTANT 
TEMPLES AT BHUBANESWAR 


Temples of 6th Century :- 


Laksmanesvara Temple - 575 C.AD. (S.P) 
Bharatesvar Temple - 600 C.AD. (S.P) 
Shatrughnesvara Temple - 575 C.A.D. (S.P) 


Temples of 7th Century :- 


Parasuramesvara Temple - 650 C.A.D. (CP) 
Svamajalesvara Temple - 600 C.AD. (S.P) 
Mohim Temple - 687 CAD. (S.P) 


Temples of 8th Century :- 


Talesvara Temple - 8thC.AD. 
Srva Temple - 8thC.AD 
(Ekamresvara Temple complex) 
Siva Temple - 8th C.A.D 
(Bhavani Sankar Temple complex) 
Bhimesvara Temple - 8th CAD 
Vaitala Temple - 750 CAD 
Markandesvara Temple - 750 C.A.D (C.P) 
Sisiresvara Temple - 750 C.AD (C.P) 
Bhavani Sankara Temple - 8th C.A.D (S.P) 
Gauri Temple - 790 C.A.D. 
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Temples of 9th Century : - 
Uttaresvara Temple - 9th C.A.D 


Gaun Sankara Temple - 9th C.A.D 


Temples of 10th Century :- 


Velesvara Temple - 10th C.A.D 
Manibhadresvara Temple - 10th C.A.D. 
Siva Temple - 10th C.A.D 
(Paramaguru Compound) 

Ekamresvara Temple - ]0th C.A.D 
Siva Temple - 10th CAD 
(North East of old O.RT. Garage) 

Siva Temple - 10th C.A.D 
(East of Bhavani Sankara complex) 

Muktesvara Temple - 950 C.AD (C.P) 
Svarnajalesvara Temple - 10th C.AD. 


Temples of 11th Century :- 


Rajarani Temple - 1023 C.A.D. (C.P) 
Yamuna Temple - 11th C.AD. 
Suresavara Temple - 11th C.A.D. 
Paradaresvara Temple - 11th C.A.D. 
Dakrabhimesvara Temple - 11th C.A.D. 
Siva Temple - 11th C.A.D. 
(Kotitirthesvara Temple complex) 
Tirthesvara Temple - 11th C.AD. 
Brahmesvara Temple - 1025 C.A.D.(C.P) 
Lord Lingaraja Temple - 1060 C.A.D. (C.P) 
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Bhubanesvari Temple 
(Lingaraja Temple complex) 
Kedaresvara Temple 
Siddhesvara Temple 


Temples of 12th Century :- 
Suvarnesvara Temple 


Patalesvara Temple 
Gosagaresvara Temple 
Kainchi Temple 
Daksinachandi Temple 
Purvesvara Temple 
Kotitirthesvara Temple 
Syamesvara Temple 
Nilakanthesvara Temple 
(Syamesvara Temple complex) 
Parvati Temple 

(Lingaraja Temple complex) 
Nilakantesvara Temple 
(West of Vindusarovara) 
Ekamresvara Temple 
(South of Kharakhia Vaidyanath) 
Bhaskaresvara Temple 
Nabakesvara Temple 
Ramesvara Temple 
Meghesvara Temple 

Siddha Lambodara Temple 
(Lingaraja Temple complex) 
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- 11th C.A.D. 


- 11th C.AD. 
- 11th C.A.D. 


- 12th C.A.D. 
- 12th C.AD. 
- 12th C.A.D. 
- 12th CAD. 
- 12th C.AD. 
- 12th C.A.D. 
- 12th C.AD. 
- 12th CAD. 
- 12th CAD. 


- 12th C.A.D. 
- 12th C.A.D. 
- 12th C.A.D. 
- 1125 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 12th C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 1125 C.A.D. (C.P) 


- 1180 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 12th C.A.D. 
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Temples of 13th Century :- 


Kedaresvara Temple 

Siva Temple 

(West of Lingaraj Temple) 
Gokamesvara Temple 
Siva Temple 

(East of Lingaraj Temple) 
Ananta Vasudeva Temple 
Vakresvara Temple 
Chitrakanni Temple 
Yamesvara Temple 
Maitresvara Temple 

Sani Temple 

Anantesvara Temple 

{ aksmi Narayana Temple 
Laksmi Nrisimba Temple 
(Lingaraja Teinple complex) 
Vibhisanesvara Temple 
(Dakarabibhisana ) 
Suksmesvara Temple 
Dvarabasini Temple 


Natamandira and Bhogamandapa of 


Lingaraja Temple 


Temples of 14th Century :- 


Laksmisvara Temple 
Gangesvara Temple 
Sakhisakha Temple 


- 13th C.A.D. 
- 13th C.AD. 


- 13th C.A.D. 
- 13th C.A.D. 


- 1278 C.AD. (C.P) 
- 1300 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 1275 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 1275 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 1300 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 1275 C.A.D. (C.P) 
- 3th CAD. 
- 13th CAD 
- 3th C.A.D. 


- 13th C.A.D. (C.P) 


- 13th C.A.D. (S.P) 
- 13th C.A.D. (S.P) 


- 13th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 
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Devi Temple 

Siva Temple (Sukasari) 
Siva Temple 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple 

(South East of Sarnideula) 
Chintamanisvara Temple 
Asavukesvara Temple 
(Nagesvara Tangi) 

Siva Temple 
(Paradaresvara complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Paradaresvara complex) 
Siva Temple 

(South East of Ganga Yamuna) 
Siva Temple 

(North to Mohini Temple) 
Brahma Temple 
Kusesvara Temple 
(Mausima Square) 
Narasimha Temple 

Siva Temple 

(Bhavani Sankara complex) 


Temples of 15th Century :- 
Kapilesvara Temple 


Daityesvara Temple 
Chakresvara Temple 
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- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th CAD. 


- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th C.A.D. 


- 14th C.A.D. 
- 14th CAD 


- 1437 C.AD. 
- 15th C.A.D. 
- 15th C.A.D. 
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Vishnu Temple - 15th C.A.D. 


Siva Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(South of Papanasini Pond) 

Dvitiya Kapilesvara Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(Kapilesvara complex) 

Siva Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(Kedargauri complex) 

Siva Temple - 15th CAD. 
(South East of Vindusagar) 

Siva Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(Bhimesvara complex) 

Siva Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(West of BhavaniSankara complex) 

Siva Temple - 15th C.A.D. 
(East of market building) 

Kukuresvara Temple - 15th C.A.D. 


(West of Vakresvara after Railway track) 


Temples of 16th Century :- 


Siva Temple - 16th C.A.D. 
(Paradaresvara complex} 

Siva Temple - 16th C.A.D. 
(Urtaresvara complex} 

Siva Temple - 16th C.A.D. 
(Utraresvara complex) 

Siva Temple - 16th C.A.D. 


(Uttaresvara complex) 
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Siva Temple 

Siva Temple 

(Uttaresvara complex) 

Siva Temple 

(Uttaresvara complex) 

Siva Temple 

(Uttaresvara complex) 
Sanisvara Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Chitresvara Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Mahavira Temple 

Siva Temple 

(Padaresvara complex) 

Siva Temple 

(Paradaresvara complex) 

Siva Temple 

(Mahatab Road) 

Kali Temple 

(South East of old O.R.T. Garage) 
Siva Temple 

(Near Kotitirthesvara Temple) 
Guptesvara Temple 
Visvanatha Temple 
(Kapilesvara Temple complex) 
Temples of 17th Century :- 
Siva Temple 

(Paradaresvara complex) 
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- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.A.D. 


- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.AD. 
- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.AD. 


- 16th CAD. 
- 16th C.A.D. 


- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.AD. 
- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.A.D. 
- 16th C.A.D. 


- 16th C.A.D. 


- 17th C.A.D. 
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Ganesa Temple - 17th C.A.D. 
(Bharatimatha complex) 


Devi Temple - 17th C.A.D. 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Lavesvara Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Mausima Square) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Left side of main entrance of Lingaraj) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bhartimatha complex) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bhartimatha complex) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bhartimatha complex) 
Yogesvara Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Near Kapillesvara Temple) 
Devi Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Near Kedargauri Sub-post Office) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(West of Sandeula) 
Vaidyesvara Temple - 17th C.A.D. 
(South East of Lingaraj Temple) 
Siva Temple - 17th C.AD. 
(Bhimatangi) 
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Bhimesvara Temple 
(Bhimatangi) 


Temples of 18th Century :- 
Daksinakali Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Sanisvara Temple 
(Paradaresvara complex) 
Siva Temple 

Siva Temple 

Siva Temple 


(Mahatab Road) 
Siva Temple 


(Bharati matha complex) 
Siva Temple ` 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Bharatimatha complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Bhartimath complex) 
Siva Temple 
(Bhartimatha complex) 
Ghanesvara Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
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- 17th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.AD. 
- 18th CAD. 


- 18th CAD. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th CAD 


- 18th CAD. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 
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Devi Temple 

(Kapilesvara complex) 
Somavaresvar Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Siddhesvara Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Siva Temple 

(East bank of Vindusagar) 
Siva Temple 

(East bank of Vindusagar) 
Siva Temple 

(Near Kharakhia Vaidyanatha) 
Siva Temple 

(Near Kharakhta Vaidyanatha) 
Temple of 19th Century 
Siva Temple 

(West of San deula) 

Siva Temple 

(West of Sarideula) 
Jalesvara Temple 
(Kapilesvara complex) 
Siva Temple 

(Kapilesvara complex) 
Siva Temple 

(Kapilesvara complex) 


C.P. (Centrally Protected) 
S.P. ( State Protected) 
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- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th C.A.D. 


- 18th CAD. 


- 19th C.AD. 


- 19th C.A.D. 


- 19th C.A.D. 


- 19th CAD. 


- 19th C.AD. 
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LIST OF SIVA LINGAS AT BHUBANESWAR 


APPENDIX - II 


1. Anantesvara 
1) 59/60, 
2) 28/15, 
3) 14/20. 


2. Amrtesvara 
1) 58/69 
2) 28/30 
3) 14/26. 

3. Arjunesvara 
1) 61/29 
2) 19/14 
3) 14/44. 


4. Alabukesvara(Labukesvara) 


Nagesvara 
1) 42/101,64-44 
2) 15/21,(3) 8/74. 
5. Avyagresvara 
1) 64/30 
2) 17/34 
3) 14/34. 
6. Amratakesvara 
1) 56/42 
2) 12/39,14/29,17/55 
3) 8/23. 
7. Indresvara 
1) 32/107 
2) 13/51 
3) 7/44. 


8. Ishanesvara 


1) 58/72 
2) 9/70,17/1 
3) 5/24. 


9.Ugresvara 


1) 59/46 
2) 8/10,19/24, 
3) 4/10. 


10.Uttamesvara 


1) 59/62 
2) 26/24 
3) 14/19. 


11.Uttaresvara 


1) 58/53 
2) 15/27, 19/52 
3) 8/81. 


12.Utpalesvara 


1) 57/41 
2) 17/45,28/36 
3) 8/23, 14/42 


13.Udakesvara 


1) 57/8 
2) 28/20 
3) 14/25 


14.Ekamresvara 


1) 59/54 
2) 1/33, 5/5 
3) 1/24 
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15.O0mkaresvara 
1) 64/14. 
16. Kapalamochanesvara 
1) 59/33 
2) 14/62 
3) 8/54. 
17. Kapilesvara ( Kapilesha) 
1) 42/39, 64/39 
2) 18/4,12/40 
3) 9/80,14/43. 
18. Kamajitesvara 
1) 58/69 
2) 28/31 
3) 14/36. 
19. Kukutesvara 
1) 59/31 
2) 17/21 
3) 9/19. 
20. Kundalesvara 
2) 1/29, 27/25 
3) 1/20. 
21. Krttivasa 
1) 15/42 
2) 4/40 
3) 2/13. 
22. Kedaresvara 
1) 58/43 
2) 13/7 
3) 7/7. 
23. Kotilingesvara 
1) 59/65 
2) 4/45 
3) 3/126. 


24. Koutirthesvara (Kotisvara) 
1) 64/32 
2) 12/3 
3) 6/29,14/37 . 
25. Ksetresvara 
2) 28/12. 
26. Gangesvara 
1) 57/6 
2) 10/2 
3) 6/2.14/26. 
27. Guptesvara 
1) 59/59 
2) 8/18,28/15 
3) 14/20. 
28. Gokarnesvara 
1) 48/82, 64/45 
2) 14/27 
3) 8/18 . 
29. Gosahasresvara 
1) 34/26 
2) 16/35 
3) 8/117. 
30. Chakresvara 
2) 12/40. 
31. Chandesvara 
1) 64/9 
2) 4/27 
3) 14/18. 
32. Chaturvaktresvara 
1) 59/62 
2) 28/16 
3) 14/22. 
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34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


. Chandresvara 


1) 64/36 

2) 12/50,28/36 

3) 14/40. 
Chitresvara 

1) 59/59 

2) 8/18,28/15 

3) 14/20. 
Jatilesvara 

1) 57/37 

2) 17/32 

3) 9/35. 
Jayantesvara 

1) 59/31 

2) 17/18 

3) 14/32. 
Jalesvara 

1) 58/69 

2) 28/29 

3) 14/34. 
Javalesvara 

1) 64/43. , 
Tarakesvara 

1) 59/61 

3) 14/21. 
Tirthesvara 

1) 57/6,64/19 

2) 3/2 

3)1/31, 9/3 
Tungesvara 

1) 59/29 

2) 17/17 

3) 9/17,14/31. 


42. Tribhuvanesvara 
1) 13/64,58/48 
2) 2/13,4/40 
3) 2/3,3/99 
43.Dandapanisvara 
1) 59/61 
2) 28/17 
3) 14/22. 
44. Darduresvara 
1) 59/58 
2) 28/15 
3) 14/20. 
45.Daityesvara 
1) 32/108 
2) 13/45 
3) 7/39,14/41. 
46. Dhanadesvara 
1) 64/36 
2) 28/34 
3) 14/40. 
47. Nakulisvara 
1) 64/13,59/61 
2) 19/14 
3) 14/22. 
48. Nakulesvara 
1) 61/29 
2) 19/14 
3) 14/44. 
49. Nandisvara 
1) 59/59 
2) 8/20 
3) 4/19. 
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50. 


51. 


52. 


53. 


54. 


56. 


57. 


56. 


Niskalankesvara 

1) 59/62 

2) 28/16 

3) 14/22. 
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